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Synopsis

In this audiobook edition of Becoming Wise, the voices of more than 40 beloved guests of On Being
are interwoven with Krista Tippett's reading in a deeply personal mode. "I'm a person who listens for
a living. | listen for wisdom, and beauty, and for voices not shouting to be heard. This book
chronicles some of what I've learned in what has become a conversation across time and
generations, across disciplines and denominations." Peabody Award-winning broadcaster and
National Humanities Medalist Krista Tippett has interviewed the most extraordinary voices
examining the great questions of meaning for our time. The heart of her work on her national public
radio program and podcast, On Being, has been to shine a light on people whose insights kindle in
us a sense of wonder and courage. Scientists in a variety of fields; theologians from an array of
faiths; poets, activists, and many others have all opened themselves up to Tippett's compassionate
yet searching conversation. In Becoming Wise, Tippett distills the insights she has gleaned from this
luminous conversation in its many dimensions into a coherent narrative journey over time and from
mind to mind. The book is a master class in living, curated by Tippett and accompanied by a
delightfully ecumenical dream team of teaching faculty. The open questions and challenges of our
time are intimate and civilizational all at once, Tippett says - definitions of when life begins and when
death happens, of the meaning of community and family and identity, of our relationships to
technology and through technology. The wisdom we seek emerges through the raw materials of the
everyday. And the enduring question of what it means to be human has now become inextricable
from the question of who we are to each other. This book offers a grounded and fiercely hopeful
vision of humanity for this century - of personal growth but also renewed public life and human
spiritual evolution. It insists on the possibility of a common life for this century marked by resilience
and redemption, with beauty as a core moral value and civility and love as muscular practice. Krista
Tippett's great gift, in her work and in Becoming Wise, is to avoid reductive simplifications but still
find the golden threads that weave people and ideas together into a shimmering braid. One powerful
common denominator of the lessons imparted to Tippett is the gift of presence, of the exhilaration of
engagement with life for its own sake, not as a means to an end. But presence does not mean
passivity or acceptance of the status quo. Indeed Tippett and her teachers are people whose work
meets and often drives powerful forces of change alive in the world today. In the end, perhaps the
greatest blessing conveyed by the lessons of spiritual genius Tippett harvests in Becoming Wise is

the strength to meet the world where it really is - and then to make it better.
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Customer Reviews

Perhaps, like me, you've listened to On Being on your local NPR station or by podcast for years.
Perhaps you listen not only to the gracefully edited version of the program but also to the messier,
more intimate, unedited versions. If so, you will love this book.Perhaps you’'ve never heard of the
author or her program but, like Solomon of old, you yearn to be wise. You too will find this book a
refreshing stream in the desert.Krista Tippett knows the power of a good first sentence. She has
commented on how arrested she was by John O’'Donohue’s "It’s strange to be here." Or Reinhold
Niebuhr's "Man is his own most vexing problem."Her own first sentence reads, "I'm a person who
listens for a living." She begins with "l," not with a more distant journalistic third person voice. The
felicitous phrase "listens for a living" refers to far more than her job. It announces that she has a
calling, one that involves living itself), and that she is seeking "voices not shouting to be heard."The
search for wisdom can’t be separated from the search for self-awareness. The subject and the
seeker are one in this case. Like both of Tippett's other books, this one is an example of what
Michelle Herman calls "stealth memoir." ([...]..) It is "An Inquiry" as the subtitle states into "Mystery
and the Art of Living." It is also an inquiry into a process of understanding ideas in relationship to
human beings who explore them and, at their best, embody them. The gerund "Becoming" (like
"Being" in the title of the radio program) can’t be separated from Krista Tippett herself.Pursuing
wisdom in public over the course of the last twelve years could be an overwhelming and confusing
experience.
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